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Cambridge Street during the evening rush hour the day after the Central Artery is shut 


down and traffic rerouted to Route 128 and Route 495. While Boston office workers, trying 
to figure out how to get into work, drove up and down Route 128 all day, coffee shops in 
the city threw out 31,000 stale pastries no one was there to buy. 


The drama and nail-biting thrill 
of the O. J. Simpson trial has 
reached Boston. Boston Police Depart- 
ment detectives revealed yesterday that 
the long-sought-after weapon suspected to 
be the murder weapon in the Simpson- 
Goldman murders has been found. 

Even more startling than the fact the 
knife was found 3,000 miles from the 
murder scene is that it was unearthed in- 
side a 19th century privy in an Central 
Artery project archeological dig in the 
Financial District. Detectives from Boston 
and Los Angeles joined forces to confirm 
that the knife is the murder weapon. A 
battery of tests was done, testing forensic 
evidence, blade size, and finally reading 
the name on the knife that said, "O. J. 
Simpson." 

Police are baffled by the appearance of 
the knife 10 months after the murders. 
However, it was learned later that the knife 
was actually found last July, but was taken 
by a Central Artery official who feared it 
belonged to the Federal Highway Admin- 
istration and was to be used to cut out parts 
of the project to save money. The knife was 
finally turned over to the police when the 
construction worker involved in the privy 
find recognized the knife while watching 
the Simpson trial in the cab of his backhoe. 

Ironically, the announcement of the mur- 


der weapon's discovery came on the day 
the financing plan for the $7.7 billion 
Central Artery/Tunnel project was re- 
vealed. While the press conference for the 
discovery of the knife was jammed with 
every reporter in town, from beat reporters 
to movie critics to the astronomy report- 
ers, a poorly attended press conference to 
present details on how the state intends to 
pay for its share of the project had only one 
attendee, Arthur Brooks of Charlestown. 
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Closing the Central Artery for 
four years would speed up construc- 
tion of the depressed Artery by ridding the 
downtown of traffic. Shoppers, workers, 
deliveries and tourists would be eliminated, 
allowing the elevated Artery to be removed 
early. At least $1 billion would be saved. 

A few people wondered if the adverse 
economic impacts and gridlock on other 
roads might just outweigh the benefits. 
Central Artery/Tunnel director Peter Zuk 
said, "We'll have greater impact shutting 
down an interstate roadway, but we'd be 
out of town sooner." EOTC Sec. Kerasiotes 
said, “Is it painless? It's far from painless." 

Some reactions were far from chari- 
table. Edwin Sidman of the Beacon Com- 
panies commented that "This one...is a 
dumb idea," and former EOTC Deputy 
Sec. Stan Durlacher said, "My opinion is 
it's on the fringe of being realistic." 

Boston's Mayor Menino apparently 
thinks EOTC might not be playing with a 
full deck, and in a letter to Sec. Kerasiotes 
said, "I am also concerned the Common- 
wealth would ever consider such an 
unnacceptable and impractical plan...." and 
stated that he was disappointed that city first 
heard of the plan through the newspaper. 

A lone supportive voice was that of 
traffic and transportation expert Stephen 
Burrington of the Conservation Law Foun- 
dation, who said the option was "a superb 
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e Combat Zone continues. More decrepit 


buildings have been torn down and replaced with vast expanses of parking lots. 
Lafayette Place is shown surrounded by urban revitalization, 1990s style. 
















@ A Fort Point Channel "Artists 
Building" has sold out. Forty-eight live/work 
condominiums for artists at newly rehabbed 
300 Summer St. have been sold at $50 to $60 
per sq. ft. Remaining commercial spaces are 
going fast at an average price of $68 per sq. ft. 
Occupancy is expected for June. 





® Housing shortage hits Hub...Mayor 
Menino's crackdown on the Boston's resi- 
dency requirement for city employees has 
thrown the housing markets into chaos. As 
thousands of city employees scramble to find 
addresses inside the city limits, it has been 
reported that many have inquired about rent- 
ing rooms in City Hall itself, targeting vacant 
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ANS ——S== BRA offices. Also targeted are the recently 
— vacated Massport offices in the Transporta- 
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6) State Sen. Warren Tolman and State 
Rep. Steven Tolman have introduced an 
amendment to Central Artery legislation to 
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A\ Ze 4: ——— freeze tolls on the MassPike, airport tunnels 
\7 D {\\) : —_—_———— and Tobin Bridge. Saying that it was not at all 
2 “tp Ni —————4 clear what toll any increase in tolls would 
‘a ————— have on drivers, the two Tolmans are pushing 
=== for a five-year freeze after which tolls could 
Li 






rise 2.5 percent. The Tolmans also announced 
that a toll-free number would be set up to start 
a poll on the Tolmans' toll amendment. 



























Work on the New Northern Avenue 
ridge has crept to a halt. Since late in 1994, 
LO | no contractors have been observed working 
at the site. However, it has been reported 
(— | that MHD, with efficiency always on its 
mind, is considering relocating the Rolling 
Bridge from the other end of the Fort Point 
Channel and using it on the half-completed 
New Northern Avenue Bridge. The historic 
Rolling Bridge has been for sale for years. 
Central Artery officials have reportedly 
tried to get Havasu City, AZ, to buy the 
railroad bridge, figuring the city must collect 
old bridges or something. Havasu City is the 
new home to London Bridge. 
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Following New York City's lead, 
the MBTA will allow female passengers 
to ride trains and buses topless. The 
MBTA hopes this move will boost rider- 
ship on its fledgling crosstown buses. There 
is some question as to whether chronic 
overheating on buses will actually will be 
reduced as a result of this action. 











The MBTA has begun the environmental process for 
the North-South Rail Link. The link is expected to create 
strong tics between the north and the south as it physically 
connects Hope, Arkansas, and Portland, Maine, for the first 
time ever. 

President Bill Clinton and Sen. William Cohen (R-Maine) 
are jointly working on the rail link proposal, a truly bipar- 
tisan initiative. Cohen, chair of the Oversight Committee 
looking into Central Artery financing, stated that new train service 
would benefit many existing Hope-to-Portland travelers. Also, 
there is a latent demand for a "salt water-to-Whitewater" train. 
Cohen also said he hopes in November 1996 the number of one- 
way travelers to Hope from the mid Atlantic will also increase. 

The President stated he's excited his home town will be 
connected to Portland, but even better was that the train 
would go through Louisville, home of Kentucky Fried 
Chicken, and Pittsburgh, Heinz Pickles headquarters. The 
President said the only real issue along this 1,600-mile 
corridor is whether the rail link should go under the Central 
Artery or under Congress Street in Boston. Although Clinton 
hates giving anything to Congress, said he that alignment 
would provide better Financial District access. n\ 




















The Anelex Building at 150 Causeway St., taken 
by the Central Artery Project years ago, has finally been 
advertised for demolition. One reason for the delay has been 
difficulty finding a location for the circus elephants, the 

Headlines you'll never read(??): Massachusetts largest occupants of the building. At last, the elephants will 
cities and towns donate extra highway funds to help pay for ave a new home in the abandoned Lafayette Place mall at 
Central Artery...MBTA's Arborway streetcar service re- wn: watown Crossing. Extensive r aw. determined that the 
sumes next week...Steve Kaiser appointed to undersecretary circular layout of the mall would be ideal for the elephants 


position at EOTC...Red Line extension to replace Minute- who perfoun in _ prce-ting — 
man Bikeway; vehicles to be equipped with bike However, additional complications have arisen. It was 


ea : 2  . discovered that the Fleet Center is too close to the Anelex 

weaeg' sisal se =< oe ukes Me we owas, St Building to allow it to be imploded and a large quantity of 

stuck in turnstile exiting station...Plans revived for South- ; psn materi founds bullies willie the deno- 

west Expressway and Inner Belt...Former EOTC Sec. Fred lition s slow and.expensive (two Fens and $10 million). 

Salvucci and current Sec. Kerasiotes to co-author book on . tral Artery officials think they might be able to recoup 
. a . ‘ 4 : S 

community participation...Floating combination Megaplex- gj gnificant amount of money by selling some of the 


casino-museum of modern art proposed for harbor... hazardous material —the elephant droppings —for fertilizer. 










North-South Rail Link 


‘£ Subscribe to The Boston Informer! = You were as king... 


The Boston Informer is available by mail only. 
Don't miss an issue—subscribe now at $20 and 
receive six fact- and fun-filled issues per year! 


. Why has work on the New Northern Avenue 
Bridge, begun in the 1970s, seemed to have al- 
most stopped? 

. It is getting too far ahead of schedule. 


Name 
Address . What is a Central Artery/Tunnel "force account?" 
. A force account is money paid to compensate for 
damages done by the Central Artery project only 
oe aah 2 oP to those with a lot of "force" (e.g., Federal Reserve 


Bank, Gillette, One Financial Place). 
() check enclosed () bill me 


Make check for $20 payable to The Boston Informer and mail to: 


The Boston Informer . Termites. They emit 176 billion pounds of meth- 
PO Box 1473 ane per year (20 percent of the world's output). 
i Boston, MA 02205-1473 y Flatulent cows are another major source. 


. What is a major world source of methane, the 
"greenhouse" gas? 


Q. Is it true Massport built a fake wall for Director 
Steven Tocco to knock down? 
. Yes, but it is not true that Massport will build a 
fake hangar, control tower, hotel, or airline termi- 
nal. 












Welcome to The Boston Informer! 


The goal is simple: provide concise public information 
on construction projects, planning initiatives, and what- 
ever else affect living and working in Boston. Welcome 
to The Boston Informer! Anthony Casendino, Anne 
McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 
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